Wahhabis,
'Uthmdn Dan Fodio and the Sanusis, and many more to the modern reform movements in India and Egypt, North
Africa, Iran and of course Ottoman and Republican Turkey. Less attention has been paid, however, to such movements as have occurred on the periphery, partly because of the relative inaccessibility of direct sources for some regions. The aim of this contribution is to demonstrate the fact that there were important reform movements in Tsarist Russia from the middle of the 19th century on, and in the formerly Dutch East Indies from the beginning of this century, and to discuss the question how we should study such movements. I 1 This paper represents a specimen of the kind of approach in which both the context and the intentions of these movements should receive proper attention; it seeks neither to exaggerate nor to underestimate the religious aspects. It is based on materials brought together in a larger paper prepared for a workshop organized by the Social Science Research Council in Paris, December 1986, on "Transformations in Muslim Communities". Limits of space imposed prevent these materials from being offered here. century Muslim awakening must try to escape that fascination. Such research must be cleared of ideological biases on our part as much as possible, and certainly of any ideologization of Islam, by either taking it as an entity in itself or, on the contrary, explaining away Islamic qualities by a belief only in the working of infrastructural factors and overlooking the human responses to them.
